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the innocent on behalf of the guilty is thus seen to be a moral neces- 
sity, since it is only through such sufferings as the sinless Servant of 
Jehovah was alone capable of that punishment could reach its end in 
the taking away of sin and the bringing in of everlasting righteous- 
ness." Larger space than usual has been given to the notice of this 
book because (1) Isa., chaps. 40-66, furnishes, next to the Pentateuch, 
the most interesting critical and theological problems of the entire 
Old Testament; (2) this treatment furnishes an admirable example of 
the careful historical and exegetical work which is being carried on in 
so many quarters ; (3) the book, as one of the widely circulated Cam- 
bridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, deserves particular consideration. 

W. R. H. 



The Christ of History and of Experience. Being the Kerr Lectures 
for 1897. By Rev. David W. Forrest, M.A., Wellington 
Church, Glasgow. Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark, 1897; New 
York: Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons. Pp. xx 4-479. 
$4.20. 

The problem with which the Kerr Lectures of 1897 are concerned 
is among the most important of all those now opened in the theolog- 
ical world. The volume as it now appears is worthy of attention, not 
alone in the thought of the lectures themselves, but in the series of 
notes which are appended. Although many of the subjects of these 
notes are of secondary interest, and the notes themselves often consist 
in quotations from authorities referred to in the text, special atten- 
tion should be called to those upon " The Limitation of Our Lord's 
Knowledge," pp. 398-401, in which the position is taken (1) that 
Jesus possessed no strictly scientific knowledge, (2) that he was not 
always possessed of full knowledge as to ordinary facts of life, and (3) 
that in the moral and spiritual sphere no limits can be discovered in the 
range or accuracy of his knowledge. The author's conclusion is that, 
while it may be possible that Christ's knowledge does not involve 
his deity, it is joined with other characteristics that do involve it. Per- 
haps as important a note as any is that upon "St. Paul's Conception of 
the Law" (pp. 444-50), which, however, is not marked by a sufficiently 
exhaustive study of the actual usage of Paul himself, and the vital ques- 
tion whether or not there was a fundamental distinction in Paul's mind 
between "law" and "the law" has not received sufficient attention. 

The first impression made upon the reader by the lectures them- 
selves is one of the breadth of treatment. There can be little doubt 
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that the subject has been opened up most admirably in the series of 
topics which form the subjects of the nine lectures. The author has 
handled most of the important literature in English bearing on the 
subject, but it is to be regretted that the German literature, notably 
that upon the kingdom of God, is seldom, if ever, used. Even 
so well known a volume as that of Baldensperger has apparently not 
been used in the lecture upon the self-consciousness of Jesus. Such 
volumes of Wendt, Beyschlag, and Weiss as have been translated are, 
indeed, considered, but the lack of familiarity with the problem as it is 
opened up in recent German literature is distinctly felt throughout the 
entire treatment. Another disappointment in the volume is the absence 
of any critical method in the dealing with the gospels. The time has 
passed when such a problem as that presented by the transition from 
the historical to the spiritual Christ can be treated irrespective of the 
whole problem of the character of the accounts of the resurrection. 
The author's treatment of the resurrection is admirable from a non- 
critical point of view, but as such it cannot expect to meet the difficul- 
ties of modern theology. Even in his treatment of the fourth gospel 
there is too little recognition of the nature of the book. Along with 
the absence of the critical method there is an absence of that which 
may be called the point of view of biblical theology. That can hardly 
be called a scientific treatment which refuses to recognize the signifi- 
cance of the divergence in the thought and teachings on the part of the 
different writers of the New Testament. In certain particulars, also, 
where the element of criticism or biblical theology does not enter, 
there is a lack of objective and accurate treatment. Thus the whole 
exposition of the fatherhood of God (which is taken in a general sense) 
is based upon an exceedingly weak exegetical process. The same is 
true of the treatment of the kingdom of God, in so far as this is con- 
nected with the alleged teaching of the universal fatherhood of God 
by Jesus. Further, the statement that the prerogative of judgment was 
never assigned by the Jews to the Messiah needs decided modification 
in the light of Enoch 69 : 27. 

But when we have written these strictures upon the book, the most 
serious remains : the entire treatment, though well analyzing the prob- 
lem itself, really fails to grasp its full significance and is committed to 
an attempt to support a traditional view. Such an effort deprives the 
book of originality and of power. Traditional evangelicanism can be 
established on traditional data alone. It may or may not be inerrant. 
This is not the question. But the ever present determination to 
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derive it from the position at first taken by the author has committed 
him to a blindness as regards data that makes his championship of the 
universal fatherhood of God resultless, so far as wholehearted grappling 
with the question at issue is concerned. It may be that we are in error, 
but this masterful opening up of a problem, coupled with an unwilling- 
ness to treat it from the point of view and the aid of the criticism that 
really gave it rise, seems characteristic of much British theological writ- 
ing of today — though with notable exceptions. Except from the point 
of view of critical theology, there is no question as to a historical and a 
religious Christ. From the traditional point of view the question is 
really one of words alone — a continuance of the algebraic theology 
that prefers dealings with acknowledged symbols to dealing with 
alleged realities. It is hopeless to mingle the two spheres, and this 
Mr. Forrest, with all his excellencies, has attempted. 

There is yet to be said, however, again, that the volume as a whole 
deserves most serious attention. It is written in a distinct, simple 
style, and if it be said that the book is more successful in formally 
opening up the problem than in treating it, it should be remembered 
that with English theological literature the work is very nearly a 
pioneer. The very breadth of treatment which so often leads to a too 
general handling of material is yet one that stimulates thought, even 
though it be in protest. Many of its discussions, like that of miracles, 
and the relation of Messiahship and sonship, are admirable. Further- 
more, the author's treatment of the redemptive work of the Christ is 
full of help for the man who is confused by the strictly Pauline presen- 
tation of that work. In one particular especially does the book merit 
warmest praise — in its refusal to be led away into the seductive belief 
that the historical Christ is unnecessary to Christianity. A view like 
this, so destructive of the very foundations of our faith, and so utterly 
foreign to the entire position both of Paul and the other writers of the 
apostolic age, merits the handling which the author has accorded it. 

S. M. 

Neue Bibel-Studien : sprach-geschichtliche Beitrage zumeist 
aus den Papyri und Inschriften zur Erklarung des Neuen 
Testaments. Von Lie. theol. G. Adolf Deissmann. Mit 
einer Abbildung im Text. Marburg : N. G. Elwert's Verlag, 
1898. Pp. viii + 109, 8vo. M. 2.80. 

The leading idea of this book, as those familiar with Deissmann's 
earlier studies will not need to be told, is the close relationship of New 



